Neuroscience & Society: Alzheimer’s Research
BIOL 136 San José State University 
Name:                   
Answer the following questions based on Sharon Begley’s STAT News article: The maddening saga of how an Alzheimer’s ‘cabal’ thwarted progress toward a cure for decades, June 25, 2019. The article can be found on Canvas or at: https://www.statnews.com/2019/06/25/alzheimers-cabal-thwarted-progress-toward-cure/
To turn in, please upload to Canvas under Assignments. If you are having trouble you can email it to me at katherine.wilkinson@sjsu.edu.  Be prepared to discuss your answers in class.

1) What are the common symptoms of Alzheimer’s Disease?
2) What is the evidence that beta amyloid plaque buildup causes the neural symptoms of Alzheimer’s Disease?

3) What is the evidence against beta amyloid plaque buildup causing the neural symptoms of Alzheimer’s Disease?

4) Describe the other potential causes of Alzheimer’s disease discussed in the article.
5) Science funding and publishing are often thought of as pure meritocracies—the best ideas and people receive funding and get their papers published. Is this idea supported by what you read in the paper? Why or why not? Be sure to provide concrete examples.
6) Why do you think researchers studying the beta amyloid hypothesis would be unwilling to fund or publish work that suggests an alternative causal mechanism for Alzheimer’s Disease?
7) What was one thing you were surprised by or learned in the article?
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