Neuroscience & Society: Concussions and the NFL
BIOL 136 San José State University 
Name:                   
Answer the following questions based on the PBS Frontline Special ‘League of Denial’ http://www.pbs.org/wgbh/pages/frontline/league-of-denial/  
To turn in, please upload to Canvas under Assignments. Be prepared to discuss your answers in class.

For more information on this topic, I suggest the book of the same name by Mark Fainaru-Wada and Steve Fainaru (http://www.amazon.com/League-Denial-Concussions-Battle-Truth/dp/0770437540) or the
article “Game Brain” by Jeanne Marie Laskas in GQ Magazine in October of 2009. http://www.gq.com/sports/profiles/200909/nfl-players-brain-dementia-study-memory-concussions?currentPage=1
1) Describe CTE and what kinds of players it has been found in. What other occupations might predispose someone to CTE?
2) What is one hypothesis about the effect of concussions on NFL players that you can make from the documentary you watched?

3) Describe one conflict of interest that was described in the documentary.

4) Why don’t helmets provide complete protection from concussions?

5) What do you think of Dr. Omalu’s idea to take a pill to prevent tau protein buildup as a potential preventative of CTE? What evidence would you need to convince you this could be a viable treatment option?

6) Based on this information, what if any policy changes in the NFL or society would you suggest?

7) What was one thing you were surprised about in this documentary?
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